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This expedition displayed to those who took part in it a very
remarkable portion of the Southern Ghats. Between the crest of
the Ghat on the western to that of the eastern side they found
about 18 miles of extremely undulating country, table-land it
can hardly be called. The peculiar feature of the tract is that
along the spine of this ridge in a deep groove, having a course
from south to north, runs a wide river at an elevation above
the sea of three thousand feet. This river called the Periaur
(literally large river] has its rise in a dense impenetrable jungle
from which it issues in large volume. Its course continues in a
northerly line for 50 miles before it finds a channel westward,
through which its waters reach the estuary of Cochin.

In ascending from the west the party followed the line of the
old Ghat. For the greater portion of the way the ascent was
easy, and here either the road had never been paved, or else the
paving stones, except in a few spots, had been removed. But at
an elevation of about 2,500 feet the difficulties increased, and
these the engineers of the past ages had endeavoured to over-
come by converting the abrupt and stony path into a series of
gigantic steps of unhewn granite masses. Eight hundred feet
of this ascent had to be overcome, and then the full height of
the pass appeared to be surmounted. But on reaching the edge
it proved that this was only a ridge connected with the main
chain by a saddle 800 feet below. To reach this saddle similar
paved inclines and huge steps Lad to be descended, then a final
ascent of 1,000 feet led to the summit of the Ghdts.

When the summit was attained any toil that had been encoun-
tered, even including the extra ascent and descent of 800 feet,
was felt to be amply repaid by the grandeur of the scene and
the freshness of the climate. Undulating grassy hills with
wooded valleys stretched eastward from the edge of an amphi-
theatre of mountains facing the western sun. At the edge of this
amphitheatre the sea breeze blew fresh from the ocean, which was
seen bounding the horizon beyond an outstretched map of the
kingdom of Travancore. And what was most gratifying a spur
of the mountain was seen to run exactly in the direction re-
quired for a road at a proper incline; avoiding the ascent and
descent of 800 feet over which the old road was taken. In
short, while everything tended to prove that the summit of the
Gnat would afford a healthy resting place, the practicability of
making an easy Gh&t at, a moderate cost was put beyond a
doubt.

When the camps met on the banks of the Periaur the opinion of
the Collector of Madura proved to be equally favourable to the
project, and not only did all the information collected prove that